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Dear Federal 
Way Public 
Schools 
Parents and 
Community, 

As we’ve contin-
ued to brace the 
challenges of 
the pandemic’s 
effect on this 
school year, our 

staff, families and community have risen to 
the occasion by doing great things for our 
scholars.

Over a year later from when the pandemic 
began, we are in a new stage with all school 
staff having the ability to be vaccinated 
and research that tells us what we can do 
to prevent the spread of virus transmission 
and reopen schools safely. We’ve remained 
vigilant in following the Department of 
Health and state guidelines requiring masks 
to be worn at all times, maintaining social 
distancing, regular hand washing, and 
requiring daily health screenings.

We successfully brought back our preschool 
through 12th grade students for hybrid/
in-person learning for parents who’ve 
chosen this option. Our staff have done an 
exceptional job, as well as our parents, in 
supporting our scholars with the transition 
back to campus. 

Our focus is on all of our students' learning, 
whether it's 100% remote or hybrid, that 
incorporates academics and dedicated social-
emotional time to support the whole child. 
I'm thankful to our scholars who've adjusted 
to new ways of learning, our families for their 
partnership and patience, and our staff for 
working and teaching in new ways that we 
could have never imagined.

We’re now simultaneously preparing and  
planning for meaningful learning oppor-
tunities for this summer and robust learning, 
reconnection, and launch to the 2021–22 
school year. 

I’d like to take a moment to thank our Federal 
Way community who’ve really stepped up to  
support in many ways this school year! We’re  
fortunate that many individuals and 
organizations have contributed to meals, 
technology access, and so much more. 

Another highlight of this year is opening two 
new elementary schools, and construction is 
advancing on our other school construction 
bond projects. 

We’re also celebrating our Class of 2021 with 
senior yard signs, school car parades, and 
an in-person graduation closer to a typical 
graduation, while following safety and health 
guidelines. 

Thank you to our families and community 
members for trusting us with our commit-
ment to bringing out the best learning 
experiences for each and every scholar in 
Federal Way Public Schools. We’re better 
together! 

In partnership,

A NOTE FROM 
DR. TAMMY C AMPBELL, 

SUPERINTENDENT

We’ve focused on effectively 
transitioning from one 
model of 100% remote 

learning to two models comprised of 
both hybrid and remote. Parents had 
the option to choose 100% remote 
or select in-person learning for their 
child/ren for the remainder of the 
school year. The hybrid model has two 
components: in-person instruction and 
online instruction. 

We've been following the state's  
school reopening guidance to bring 
our students back for in-person 
learning, which has been guided by  
COVID-19 rates in the region, and 
Governor Inslee's proclamation.

March 15 was the first day 
back to campus for our earliest 
learners and some students in 
our special education programs. 
Smiles were abundant behind the 
safety of masks worn by our staff 
and scholars. Pictured here are some 
highlights of our scholars who were 
guided through the arrival process, 
social distancing, hand washing, lining 
up to the classroom, and then into the 
classroom for a great day of learning! 

VACCINATIONS

Through the district’s partnership with 
OmLife Health and Wellness Clinic, 

all FWPS staff including teachers, bus 
drivers, paraeducators, custodians, office 
managers and others were afforded the 
unique opportunity to be vaccinated on or 
prior to our first day of hybrid learning.  
At least 764 staff members were vaccinated 
at one of three sessions offered at the 
district. Thank you to our administrative 
staff, dedicated nurses, security team, and 
OmLife for making the vaccine sessions 
possible! In addition to the vaccine sessions 
held at the district, some staff members 
accessed the vaccines through their health-
care provider or elsewhere.

Remaining 
grades were 
brought back 

in March and  
April. Check 

out our website or 
social media page to 

learn more about our commitment to 
our scholars learning 100% remote or 
hybrid/in-person learning.

We're excited to announce commencement ceremonies for the Class of 2021!

G R A D U A T I O N  2 0 2 1

T his year’s ceremonies will be held 
outdoors at Federal Way Public 
Schools’ Memorial Stadium for our 

graduating seniors. We’re working towards 
making graduation as close as it can 
be to a typical graduation with an in-
person experience, while following Phase 
2 guidelines for venue capacity, social 
distancing, and other safety measures 
which will also offer greater stability. 

We’re excited to welcome scholars back  
for hybrid in-person instruction!

Our team worked hard to build out a comprehensive plan for a safe 
return to in-person learning and we are committed to doing this well.   

A safe 
return to 
in-person 
learning

A DAY IN  
THE LIFE OF 
A SCHOLAR
What does a 

return to in-person learning look like for 
students returning to campus? The “Day 
in the Life of a Scholar” video outlines the 
steps in place from the beginning to the end 
of the day for students’ time on our school 
campuses in the hybrid model. Available in 
multiple languages, you can watch it on our 
website at www.fwps.org/Page/8056.

FWPS has made significant effort to 
ensure a safe return to school for both 
scholars and staff such as:

• Our partnership with Seattle 
Children’s Hospital for rapid testing 
for staff providing hybrid learning. 

• The proactive measures to improve 
air quality and ventilation in our 
buildings as follows: 

 » FWPS goes above using a 
standard filter by instead using 
high-quality, tight-fitting air 
filters at all sites. 

 » We’ve allocated over $1.5 
million to incorporate CDC 
considerations to improve 
ventilation with the following 
interventions: 

 We’ve increased the airflow of 
fresh air in all buildings. 

 The district purchased 1,000 
portable air purifiers for every 
hybrid classroom, school office, 
waiting room, isolation room, 
and health room. 

We're looking forward to celebrating 
with senior yard signs, car parades,  
and in-person graduation cere-
monies outdoors at Memorial Field. 

Find graduation dates, livestreaming 
information, and other details on 
our website at www.fwps.org/
Graduation2021

2020–21 
Return to Campus:
H Y B R I D  T R A N S I T I O N 
A Guide for Families

FE D E R A L  WAY  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

EACH SCHOLAR: A VOICE. A DREAM. A BRIGHT FUTURE.

More information  
can be found on  
our website at  
www.fwps.org  
and in our family 
guide at www.
fwps.org/
hybridmodel 
familyguide. 

HYBRID LEARNING

HEALTH & SAFETY 

Our safe return to classrooms 
requires families, scholars, and 

staff adhere to the new health and 
safety protocols we’ve put in place. 
This includes a daily health screening 
attestation and temperature check 
that must be completed every day 
for all staff and scholars before they 
enter the school building. Scholars 
must wear a mask at all times, take 
temperature upon arrival, practice 
social distancing in all areas, and 
follow hand washing procedures. 

http://www.fwps.org/Page/8056
http://www.fwps.org/Graduation2021
http://www.fwps.org/Graduation2021
http://www.fwps.org
http://www.fwps.org/hybridmodel
http://www.fwps.org/hybridmodel
http://www.fwps.org/hybridmodel
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EDUCATORS RECEIVE  
“BECAUSE OF YOU” AWARD  
AT BOARD MEETINGS 

Educators do extraordinary 
things for our scholars and 
schools each day. To recognize 

these difference-makers, scholars 
nominate Federal Way Public Schools 
staff for the “Because of You” award 
who have had a positive influence 
and impact on scholars, their school, 
or their community. Nominations 
are reviewed and selected by the 
Superintendent’s Scholar Advisory 
team, and each month staff members 
are honored at a board meeting.

Check out the 
educators 
who recently 
received the 
“Because of 
You” award! 
For information 
about how each 
of these educators is 
making a difference, check out  
www.fwps.org/becauseofyou. Federal Way Public Schools students now have 

access to valuable health care services through the 
district’s first School Based Health Center (SBHC) 
at TAF@Saghalie.

There are students who do not have easy access to  
health care, but the district is fortunate to have 
partners like Kaiser and HealthPoint who are 
addressing this long-standing equity gap by making 
services available at TAF@Saghalie.  

The SBHC opened January 25, 2021. Registration 
is open to TAF@Saghalie and Decatur High School 
students and will be expanded to other FWPS 
students at a later date.  

The district renovated existing space at TAF@Saghalie 
to house the SBHC, and healthcare services will be 
provided by Health-Point, in partnership with Federal 
Way Public Schools. 

“Now more than ever, we need to remove barriers so our  
scholars  have equitable access to healthcare in our 
community,” said Superintendent Dr. Campbell. “Our 
district’s partnership with HealthPoint brings these services 
directly to students to support their achievement in school 
and social emotional needs as well.” 

HealthPoint is a community health center that provides high-
quality, affordable care at 19 locations in King County.  

“HealthPoint’s mission is to break down barriers to accessing 
healthcare and provide great care for all. One of the ways 
we live our mission is by bringing health services to schools 
like TAF@Saghalie,” said Lisa Yohalem, President & CEO of 
HealthPoint. HealthPoint operates three other SBHCs in the 
Renton and Highline school districts, as well as two primary 
care clinics in the Federal Way/Des Moines area. 

Over five years ago, the district made an investment 
in materials and professional development for a 
common curriculum in reading and writing 

at all K–12 grade levels. We’re continuing to see the 
benefits, even in the remote learning setting.  

“Students are much more comfortable with 
typing and publishing their writing than ever 
before,” said an English Language Arts teacher  
at Lakota Middle School. “Because typing is 
often much faster than handwriting, I’ve seen an 
increase in the volume of writing that students 
are producing in comparison to the past few years. 
In addition, they are more and more confident in 
using technology tools that aid in the writing process.  
It’s been awesome to see their skills improve with regular  
practice of these critical 21st Century skills.”  

First grade teacher Sasha Sykora at 
Lakeland Elementary said, “In the  
remote learning environment, scholars  
are using word decoding strategies  
and still have a love for reading even if  
it is reading books on the computer.”  

Sykora states, “Scholars are learning 
how to sound out and learn letter sounds. They are also learning 
how to sound out tricky words and how to build good reading habits. 
I am seeing growth! Kids are learning how to read, and families are 
supporting their child at home with sight words as well.” 

It’s also helping families engage with their child’s reading. “Scholars 
are learning reading skills and practicing them in their homes, making 
their successes and progress more visible than ever for their families,” 
said Samantha Mulé, third grade teacher at Valhalla Elementary.  

The top priority for Federal Way Public 
Schools is ensuring all scholars have access 

to a high-quality education. The common 
curriculum, known in the education 
world as a “Guaranteed and Viable 
Curriculum” (GVC), is FWPS’ way 
of ensuring all scholars have access  
to the same standards-aligned content. 
All scholars are held to the same high 
expectations of mastering their grade 

level content. 

Teachers receive ongoing professional 
development to help the curriculum come alive 

whether the classroom is virtual or in person.

Federal Way Public Schools has an advantage 
when it comes to reading and writing  

and the ArtsSTEM

This is the first SBHC in the district and provides the 
following services (in-person, telephone, or virtual): 

FIRST SCHOOL BASED HEALTH CENTER IN FEDERAL WAY OPENS JANUARY 2021
REMOVES BARRIERS AND INCREASES HEALTHCARE ACCESS FOR STUDENTS AT NO COST

FWPS scholars continue to find literary 
success even in times of adversity

Parents and the community  
are critical partners.

• Check your scholar’s Canvas Week at a Glance for an 
overview of what they are learning and what work  
scholars need to complete independently 
(asynchronously).  

• Read with or listen to them read for at least 30 minutes 
per day. Research shows that students who read for one 
hour a day make almost two years of growth in reading!  

• Scholars have access to independent reading books  
through applications on FWPS’ Launchpad to 
Learning site such as ARC Bookshelf, the King County  
Library system, and myON (grades K–5).  

• Help your scholar read signs on the road, grocery items 
in the store, and recipes and instructions on packages.  

• In grades K–2, ask what they are learning in phonics. 

Some highlights of this fun, college and career  
focused event include: 
• The first 500 scholars to register and attend received a STEM  

Exploration Night t-shirt!

• Scholars had the opportunity to talk with local companies like Boeing, 
Microsoft, and others to learn about how they can prepare now for an 
exciting STEM career. The Seattle metropolitan area ranks #4 in STEM 
job growth so start taking steps now to learn about STEM careers!

• Scholars participated in live work-shops like the Microsoft Coding and 
Minecraft Experience Rooms.

• The “arts” in STEAM was on full display with scholar-produced films 
during the STEM Film Festival!

Here are some 
ways you can 
help a child with 
their reading 
and writing »

THIS YEAR'S STEM EXPO4  
WAS HELD VIRTUALLY ON MARCH 31.

For more  
information:  

www.fwps.org/
TAFatSaghalieSBHC

The SBHC does not collect fees, and there is no out-of-
pocket cost to students or families. The SBHC provides care 
to students even if they don’t have insurance or can’t pay. 

Schools can’t do it alone, and many partners were involved 
to make the SBHC a reality. Kaiser Permanente awarded 
two grants that assisted with the planning and start-up 
of the school based health center. In partnership with 
Technology Access Foundation, the district applied for and 

was awarded capital grant 
money from Washington State 
that was used for renovations 
to create a designated 
space inside the school for 
the School Based Health 
Center.

• Immunizations
• Primary Care  
• Mental Health 

Counseling   
• Health Assessments  

and Education  
• Sports Physicals   
• Laboratory Services  
• Acute Illness or 

Injury

http://www.fwps.org/becauseofyou
http://www.fwps.org/TAFatSaghalieSBHC
http://www.fwps.org/TAFatSaghalieSBHC
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WILDWOOD AND LAKE GROVE 
These brand-new buildings are a vast improve-
ment with more room, greater functionality, and 
improved security. Wildwood and Lake Grove 
were approved for occupancy in February and 
staff and scholars returned for hybrid learning 
in March.

Two new elementary schools are complete, four are undergoing construction, and one is in the design phase.  

Read more about the exciting progress of these school construction projects below!

• AVer Information, Incorporated USA, whose 
donation of 57 laptop carts will help our laptops 
for scholars last longer when schools return to 
in person instruction. 

• Chip-In, whose donation of 300 turkeys helped 
make sure families were fed during the holidays.

• World Vision, whose donation of 200 food 
boxes and 550 school supply packs support our 
students and families.

• The City of Federal Way, whose donation of 
$100,000 helped pay for Wi-Fi hotspots Federal 
Way Public Schools purchased this school year 
to support scholars engaged in remote learning.

• Technology Access Foundation, whose 
donation of turkeys and grocery store gift cards 
supported our families during the holidays.

OLYMPIC VIEW K–8 
Design is underway for the new Olympic View 
K–8! Slated to open in fall 2023, the new school’s 
design focuses on high quality learning areas 
with opportunities to connect with nature and 
welcome community. Similar to our other new 
elementary schools, it will be a 2-story building. 
It’s expected to house 600 total scholars including 
approximately 510 elementary and 90 middle 
school. There will be an opportunity for the 
community to provide input to the new school 
design.

to the following individuals and 
organizations who contributed to 

support our scholars and staff!

S C H O O L  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D A T E S

• Boeing Employees’ Credit Union - 
Federal Way Crossings and Federal 
Way Pavilion, whose $1,500 donation 
towards student computers helped 
positively impact the lives of Federal Way 
Public Schools scholars.

• Molina Healthcare of Washington, 
whose $5,000 donation towards food 
at Mirror Lake Elementary helped 
make sure families were fed during the 
holidays.

• We Love Our City, whose donation of 
$500 and supplies helped support our 
early learning families.

• Virginia Manning, whose $800 
contribution towards school lunch debt 
reduction helped positively impact the 
lives of our scholars.

Thank you

W E E K LY  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D A T E S  
can be found on our website at  

www.fwps.org/bond, Facebook at @FWPS210,  
and our Friday e-newsletter

N O W  O P E N !

D E S I G N  U N D E R W A Y

U N D E R G O I N G  C O N S T R U C T I O N

Thank you, voters  
for your support of the 
November 2017 school 

construction bond! 

This list reflects donations received  
November 10, 2020 through March 23, 2021.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR WEEKLY
E-NEWSLETTER
Get the latest updates delivered to your
email inbox each Friday:
• A note from Supt. Tammy Campbell;
• Returning to in person instruction;
• Upcoming events;
• Scholar and staff awards and celebrations;
• School construction;
• And more.

Email comments@fwps.org to sign up 
now!

Photos and content are current as of March 2021.

Safety and security is a top 
focus in our new school designs.

The new elementary schools  
have a flexible space that can  
be used for multiple purposes.

NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

THOMAS JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL 
The new Thomas Jefferson High School 
continues to make significant progress! The 
new gym was completed in December 2020, 
and the old gym was demolished allowing 
for construction to begin on the commons, 
administration wing area, and the theater. The 
project is currently on track to welcome students 
in fall 2021. As a result of efficient project 
management and strong collaboration, we’re also 
seeing modest savings on this project which will 
allow us to upgrade some of TJHS’ fields.

TOTEM MIDDLE SCHOOL
The new Totem Middle School is on track to 
be occupied in winter 2021/22 as scheduled! 
Construction teams have made steady progress 
since breaking ground last spring. So far, we 
have nearly completed the exterior of the Totem 
classroom wing. The roof is completed, all exterior 
windows are installed, and drywall installation in 
the classrooms has begun. 

MIRROR LAKE ELEMENTARY
Construction on the new Mirror Lake Elementary 
continues to be on schedule! The main building 
is reaching its substantial completion. Demolition 
of the old building is almost finished, and the 
remaining site work continues to progress at a 
steady rate. The new school is on track to be 
complete in summer 2021.

STAR LAKE ELEMENTARY
Construction on the new Star Lake Elementary 
began in spring 2020 and has been making 
excellent progress since then! The Star Lake 
classroom wing has a completed roof and window 
installation has begun. Demolition of the old 
building is complete and removed to make way for 
site work. The new Star Lake Elementary is on 
track to be completed in summer 2022.

Aerial shot of Star Lake Elementary and Totem Middle 
School classroom wings

Take a virtual  
walk through inside of  

each of these new schools!
Wildwood video:  

https://bit.ly/3lYnxRD
Lake Grove video:  
https://bit.ly/3u 

7wCuh

http://www.fwps.org/bond
https://bit.ly/3lYnxRD
https://bit.ly/3u7wCuh
https://bit.ly/3u7wCuh
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The Scholar Chronicle is published periodically throughout the year by Federal Way Public Schools. 
Write us at 33330 8th Avenue South, Federal Way WA 98003, or call 253-945-2000. Visit our website 
at www.fwps.org. Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fwps210 Twitter: @fwps210

FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools does not 
discriminate in any programs or activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin 
or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, 
sexual orientation, gender expression 
or identity, age, marital or family status, 
veteran or military status; disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal. The District provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. For more 
information: www.fwps.org

Scholars prepare for the future  
by earning college credit and industry 
credentials in high school

DEVELOPING FUTURE 
ENTREPRENEURS

O UR  S C H O L AR S  ARE  CO LLEG E  & C ARE E R  RE ADY

New this year is an 
entrepreneurship class for 
high school scholars! FWPS 
is the first school district 
in Washington state to 
offer the INCubator (INC) 
Entrepreneurship Program. 

Students are learning how 
to be innovative and 
what it’s like to create 

their own business. They’re 
experimenting with real world, 
community-based problems to 
find solutions, design inventions 
and learn how to speak with 
confidence and persuasion. 

Think “Shark Tank” at the high 
school level.

F
ederal Way Public Schools 
is committed to ensuring 
every scholar graduates 
ready for college, career, 

and post-secondary experiences. In 
support of this goal, FWPS offers high 
school scholars Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) coursework along 
five personalized career pathways.

Each pathway offers scholars the 
opportunity to earn dual credit or 
industry-recognized professional 
credentials while taking certain 
courses, such as Automotive, AP 
Computer Science Principles, Sports 
Medicine, Teacher Academy, Business 
Management, Graphic Design and 
more! 

FWPS added more opportunities for 
dual credit over the past few years, with 
9 CTE courses offering dual credit in 
2018–19, up to 42 CTE courses offering 
dual credit in the 2019–20 school year. 
As a result, more than 1,000 scholars 
received college credit through a CTE 
course in the 2019–20 school year. 

The five pathways provide a focus for 
the scholar’s learning and are selected 
based on the scholar’s interests and 
goals outlined in their High School and 
Beyond Plan, aligned to our Strategic 
Plan, and based on industry need, while 
providing scholars with important skills 
necessary for success in life after high 
school.

• Arts and Communication

• Business and Marketing

• Engineering, Manufacturing and 
Technology

• Health Sciences and Agricultural 
Sciences

• Human Services

CTE courses are offered at all four 
comprehensive high schools in the 
district, in support of the district’s 
strategic plan Goal 5, Persistence to 
Graduation: High School Graduation 
Through Successful Transitions. 

For more information, visit  
www.fwps.org/CourseCatalog

“My kids absolutely love it,” shared teacher Jeffery Forbes. “They’re getting different 
types of business and marketing skills and trying to find ways to solve a problem or 
deal with a situation. These are all real-life situations that businesses go through.”

This unique program builds upon a strong college and career advancing culture in 
FWPS, and aligns with Goal 3 Active Learners: Engaged, Empowered Critical Thinkers 
and Goal 5 efforts to ensure scholars graduate from high school ready for college, 
career, and post-secondary experiences. 

“Programs like these that teach real world learning, that are hands on and relevant, are 
the way of the future,” said Supt. Campbell, who brought the program to FWPS. “We 
will need business leaders who can work with and mentor our students.” 

If you are a business leader and would like more information about becoming a mentor 
with the INCubator Entrepreneurship Program for the 2021–22 school year, email 
comments@fwps.org and someone will reach out to you.

Our group  
was thinking about problems we  

have in our life, seeing if we can figure 
out products we could design and 

continue to work on even after  
we’re done with the class.

FWHS scholar Jaskarn Singh

Photo was taken prior to the pandemic and 
showcases learning from an engineering 
course and biomedical course.
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